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1.  ANNOUNCERS  Uncle  Sam'^s  Forest  Ranger*^ 

2.  MUSIC .i  Quartet,  Rangers®  Song 

3.  ANNOUNCER ‘ It  is  especially  appropriate  th.-’t  the  United  States 

4.  Foresw  Service  dedicate  this  program  to  the  observation  of  National 

6.  Flood  Prevention  Week..  For  one  of  the  priracry  purposes  of  our 

6.  National  Forests  Is  to  protect  and  regulate  the  water  supply  of  some 

7.  of  the  major  streams  in  this  country,;  VThen  adequately  protected,  the 

8.  timbered  slopes  of  the  high  inountalnsj,  and  the  grass  covered  range 

9.  l.ands  all  gather  a supply  of  water  which  they  release  slowly  to  the 

10.  streams  In  the  valleys  below  This  water  supply  Is  the  llfe-^blood  of 
ll*  the  natiorio  It  serves  millions,  of  farmers  for  irrigation  of  their 

12.  crops.  It  keeps  the  wheels  of  industry  turning  through  hundreds  of 

13.  power  plants.  It  serves  millions  of  city  dwellers  with  both  water 

14.  and  electricity  To  waste  tiols  valuable  resource  is  shortsighted 
10*  and  unvflse  To  permit  it  to  become  an  agent  of  devaatatlonp  to 

16 • destroy  property  and  human  life  is  crlrainal  negligence  ThuSf  In 
17.  orc<'-r  to  help  provide  a perpetual  water  supply  tor  Irrigation,  power, 
13.  and  muriicipal  use^  and  in  order  to  help  check  the  destruction  of 
19*  floods,  the  United  States  Forest  Seirvice  manages  the  watersheds 

20.  within  the  National  Forests  with  infinite  care  and  an  eye  to  the  future 

21.  Water  supplies  would  be  more  dependable  and  flood  greatly 

22.  reduced  if  many  other  critical  watershed  areas  in  this  country  also 

23.  could  have  adequate  protection  and  management. 

24. 


Im! 


26. 


(MORS) 
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4. 

6. 

6. 

FADS  IN 

7. 

JERKY s 

8. 

9. 

JIUo 

10. 

JERRY: 

11. 

12. 

13. 

JIMS 

14. 

16. 

JERRY? 

16. 

JIM? 

17. 

JERRY? 

18. 

JIM? 

19. 

20. 

JERRxP 

21. 

JIMo 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

(CONTINUED)  Andnow  we* re  ready  to  go  again  to  the 
Pine  ConeNatlonal  Forest*  Today  we  find  Ranger  Jim 
Robbins  and  assistant  Ranger  Jerry  Quick  In  the  office 
of  the  Ranger  Statlono  Jerry  Is  working  busily  at  the 
typewriter 


(FADINGr  IN)  Here  you  are,  JiiQo  I Just  finished  the  last 
page« 

Fine,  Jerry « How  does  it  sound  to  you? 

Gee,*  I think  it®8  great,  Jlra-  I'd  liave  finished  it  a 
lot  sooner  if  I hadn't  got  so  interested  In  reading  it 
Instead  of  typings 

Wellj  I hope  those  farraers  and  ranchers  feel  the  saine 

way  about  it  as  you  dOo 

What  time's  the  meeting  set  for  tonight? 

Eight  o'clock  at  the  school  house <> 

Here  in  Winding  Creek? 

It *11  be  over  in  High  Stakes  Valley^  at  the  consolidated 
school o 

1*11  bet  everybody  in  the  valley  will  be  there 
I reckon  they  will*  But  not  to  hear  me.  They'll  be 
there  to  hear  the  latest  news  on  the  progress  of  the 
irrigation  project  for  the  valley*  This  meeting's  the 
last  one  before  the  project  comes  up  for  final 
approval  by  the  State  Engineer. 
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i 7. 

8. 


9.  J2RRY2 

10. 

I 

11.  JIUS 

12. 

15. 

14 . JERRYS 

16. 

16.  JIMS 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20.  JERRY; 

21. 

22.  Jlii 

23. 

24. 

25. 


Do  they  seen  to  thlnX  It® 11  go  thru? 

No  doubt  about  it,  from  what  I hearo 
Well^  It® 8 the  best  time  in  the  world  for  them  to 
discuss  watershed  protections  If  they* re  going  to 
talk  about  irrigation^ 

I hope  that’s  tl:ie  way  they  feel  about  it.  But  I*ve 
talked  with  them  before,  some  of  them,  and  they  don’t 
seem  to  get  very  he t up  about  itc 
You*  ve  been  working  on  the  plan  for  quite  a while 
haven't  you,  Jlra? 

Yes,  I hs.ve.  I got  interested  in  High  Staltee  Valley 
about  ten  years  ago,  when  I noticed  there  were  some 
spots  where  erosion  was  getting  a good  start. 

When  did  they  ask  you  to  work  up  this  plan  for  watershed 
protection? 

About  a month  ago®  The  president  of  the  Farmer’s 
Cooperative  came  down  here  to  Winding  Creek  and  asked 
me  if  I-d  work  up  a plan  to  present  at  this  meeting. 

Ever  look  at  any  of  those  farms  in  the  valley,  Jerry? 

Not  very  close,  Jim*  But  they  certainly  look  good 
when  you®  re  Just  driving  through 

They  look  even  better  close  up  --  except  where  the  range 

has  been  overgrazed  or  erosion’s  got  started  There’s 

one  particular  farm  up  near  the  head  of  the  valley  It'r 

about  the  prettiest  place  I ever  saw.  Owned  by  a fella 
tliat  lives  out  on  the  west  coast® 
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1.  JERRY, 

2. 

3.  Jlilo 

4.  JERRYS 
6.  JIM.; 

6.  JERRY? 

7.  JIuS 

8. 

9.  JERRY? 


You  mean  the  place  with  the  white  stone  house  back 
In  the  grove  of  pine  trees? 

That's  the  one.  You've  noticed  It  too?  . 

It's  one  of  the  beat  looking  places  over  there 
Yep  -»  I*d  like  to  be  abel  to  buy  it  some  day. 

BUY  It,  Jim? 

y?ell,  Bess  and  I are  gettin'  along  In  years,  and  we"  11 
want  a place  of  our  own  when  we  retire  from  active  duty 
(hAUGHING-)  No  wonder  you're  so  Interested  In  High 


10. 

11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 

21. 


Stake' s Valley ^ 

jiji.  (CHUCKLING)  Well^  even  if  I wasn't  Interested  In  that 

farmj  I'd  still  do  everytliing  I could  to  help  those 
folks  realize  that  they  need  to  take  good  care  of  their 
land  If  they  expect  it  to  go  on  making  them  a living^. 
JERRY?  Aw,  they'll  see  it,  won't  they,  Jim? 

jll,;;  I hope  so  — > But  they're  all  excited  about  this 

Irrigation  prcject  now  It'll  be  hard  to  get  ® en  to 
think  about  anything  else  — wells  let"s  have  a look 
at  the  plan.  (FADING)  I want  to  check  it  before  the 
meeting  so  I can  leave  copies 
HUSIC  UP  AND  OUT 
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23. 


24. 


25. 
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1. 


3. 


3. 


4. 


6. 


6. 


7. 

8. 


9. 

10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


COLBYj  (off)  — and  everybody  I®ve  talked  to  at  the  state 

Capitol  says  it  looks  like  our  project  has  every 
chance  In  the  world  of  going  througho  The  money 
has  been  promised®  All  we  need  now  is  the  approval 
of  the  State  Engineero  And  I’m  leaving  tonight  for 
the  capital  to  be  there  in  time  for  an  appointment 
with  him  tomorrow  afternoon® 

APPLAUSE  FROM  AUDIENCE 

VOICES:  Tiiat's  good  work,  Colby,  The  credit's  all  yours. 

CRAIKIAN:  Well,  I know  we  all  agree  that  Mr,  Colby  has  done  a 

fine  Job  as  head  of  committee  on  ^he  irrigation  project. 
And  as  chairman  of  this  association  I want  to  express 
our  thanks  to  him. 


14.  MORE  APPLAUSE 

16.  CHAIRS  Now,  I’ve  asked  Jim  Robbins,  who  most  of  you  kncw^  to 

16.  tell  us  about  a plan  he  has  worked  out  for  watershed 

17.  protection  here  in  the  valley®  G-o  ahead,  Jim, 

18. 

19. 


20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 


25. 


t'l 


■u 


# 


1 


^ i • 

(FADING-  IN)  Well,  I®ni  mighty  glad  of  a chance  to  talk 

2.  to  you  about  watershed  protection  xiow  because  it*6  really  part  of  this 

3.  irrigation  project  you  want  to  get-  — I ve  talked  vxith  some  of  you 

4,.  about  it  from  time  to  time,  so  most  of  you  know  what  I®n  aiming  at., 

6.  And  I might  say  right  now  that  I'm  not  here  to  make  a speech*  I‘d 

S.  a lot  rather  discuss  this  plan  with  you  — talk  it  over^  — Well  now, 

7.  to  begin  with,  I*ve  been  interested  in  High  Stakes  Valley  for  a long 

8.  while  and  I*ve  noticed  that  In  the  last  thirty  years  most  of  the 

9.  springs  that  used  to  be  here  have  dried  up,  erosion's  got  started 

10.  in  several  places,  and  the  river  isn't  clear  and  clean  like  it  was 

11.  when  I first  saw  the  valley  — Now  this  erosion  problem  is  caused 

12.  by  two  things  mostly  — overgrazing,  and  fires  timt  burn  the  brush 

13.  and  timber  off  the  watersheds.  You  can  see  for  yourselves  hov^  it®s 

14.  been  working  — especially  the  1st  ten  years  or  so.  The  topsoil 

16.  has  been  washing  off  your  slopes  into  the  river,  and  now  that  there's 

16.  not  enough  vegetation  to  store  up  water  In  the  soil,  you  need 

17.  irrigation*  But  1 believe  this* situation  can  be  remedied  by 

18.  improving  the  condition  of  the  watershed  - by  planting  trees  in  some 

19.  places,  and  by  adjusting  your  livestock  grazing  methods  to  restore  the 

/ 

20.  gross  on  the  watersheds  that  are  bare  now  — If  each  one  of  you  men 

will  take  the  reepcnslblllty  carrying  out  your  share  of  the  w’atershed 
Improvement  plan,  I think  you’ll  find  within  a comparatively  short 
time  that  you’ll  have  this  erosion  problem  and  the  control  of  floods 

here  pretty  well  licked  --  And  I’ll  be  glad  to  do  all  I can  to  help 

along  — Now  if  anybody’s  got  any  questions  I’ll  try  to  answer  them. 
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i.IURi/IUR  OF  CONVERSATION 

(PAUSE)  What’ll  it  cost  us  to. do  this  planting,  ur 
Robbins? 

Well,  It’ll  run  into  some  money  for  planting  stock  and 
labor,  and  lt»ll  probably  mean  some  reduction  in  llvestocko 
But  I’d  say  the  average  wouldn’t  be  more  tnan  between  one 
and  two  hundred  doilarso 
SHSATION  • 

That’s  a,  pile  of  money  to  put  into  landscaping: 

But  it's  an  investment  in  your  property  that’ll  pay  in 
the  long  run* 

Well,  most  of  us  won’t  be  able  to  afford  it,  nov;  that 
we've  got  this  lr.rlgatlon  project  coming  along. 

But  you  have  to  have  good  soil  to  irrigate,  or  all  the 
water  in  the  world  won’t  do  your  crops  any  good. 

We  have  good  soil  here^  All  we  need  is  a steady  supply 
of  water. 

But  thirty  years  ago  you  didn’t  need  water  because  there 
were  springs  and  plenty  of  vegetation  covering  the  slopes 
of  the  valley  to  store  up  a supply  that  las'ced  through 
the  year. 

It'll  be  practically  the  sane  thing  when  the  reservoir’s 
built. 


E. 

COLBY: 

3. 

• 

4. 

Jliis 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

MURhUR  OF  CONVI 

9. 

C w>L.j^Y : 

10. 

■ Jlii: 

11. 

13. 

COLBY  S 

13. 

14. 

JILS 

16. 

16. 

CROWD  SUBSIDES 

17. 

COLBY: 

18. 

19. 

JIM: 

20. 

21. 

23. 

33. 

COLBY S 

34. 

25. 

'1 
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1.  JIM" 


2. 


3. 


4. 


6. 


6. 


7. 

8. 


9. 

10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


16. 


Yes  — for  a while.  I linow  the  reservoir  will  be  a 
big  thing  for  you  follts«  Bat  It  won®t  pass  miracles 
If  the  slopes  of  the  valley  are  bare  of  trees  and 
shrubs  the  soil  will  wash  Into  the  reservoir  the  way 
it  goes  Into  the  crick  now.  You  need  some  kind  of 
cover  on  the  slopes  to  hold  back  the  water  during  a 
hard  raiU;,  or  It  might  sweep  down  onto  the  reservoir 
and  burst  the  dam..  I^ve  seen  the  same  thing  happen 
before.  If  you  want  a permanent  water  surely  you  do 
need  a reservoir..  But*  you  canH  expect  it  to  hold 
enough  water  to  supply  the  whole  valley  all  through  the 
summer.  When  the  rain  falls  on  forest  land  or  well 
cov- x-  'i  mountain  slopes  it  stores  up  a supply  in  the 
gi*c..:,.  that® 8 Just  as  important  as  the  water  held  back 
by  Che  dam  — That^s  why  I say  your  irrigation  project 


16.  andthe  protection  of  your  watersheds  go  hand  -.n  hand 

17*  Both  of  them  are  necessary  now  to  keep  High  3tr' as 

18.  Valley  the  best  in  the  country 

19.  MURi;.UR  OF  COkVERBATION 

20.  CHAIRhAiii.  (PAUSE)  Any  more  discussion  on  this  plan  of  Hro  Robbins? 

21.  CROVTD  SUBSIDES 

22.  COLBYs  We'!"*  I don®t  know  ho v/  everybody  else  feels  about  it.  But 

. I 

23.  it  looke  to  me  like  we  have  enough  on  our  hands  to  tal^e 

24.  ' / care  of  the  irrigation  project  now. 


Pftge  lu. 


1. 

voices: 

2. 

3. 

CHAIRS 

4. 

6. 

COLBY S 

6. 

7. 

VOICE: 

8. 

CHAIR; 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

VOICES: 

13. 

CHAIRS 

14. 

15. 

MUSIC  C 

16. 

JERRY'! 

17. 

18. 

19. 

JIMS 

20. 

jerry: 

21. 

22\ 

23. 

JIMS 

24. 

26, 

I agree  with  Colhye  — That*e  what  I®d  say  — Sure 
we  havce 

Well,  I think  we  ought  to  take  sone  action  on  it,  one 
way  or  the  other.. 

1 make  a notion  Ur  Robbins*  plan  be  postponed  until 
we  have  more  time  for  lt.> 

Second  the  motion*. 

You  all  heard  the  motiono  Anybody  want  to  say  anything 
more  about  It  before  we  take  a vote?  — All  r^ght. 

Those  in  favor  of  postponing  action  on  the  plan  say 

*aye.-  ** 

"Aye?'' 

Those  against  postponing  action  say  "no.*’  (PAUSE) 
Motion's  carried.. 

HI&K  AND  FAST.  THEN  FADES? 

(FADINO  IN)  Well.-,  maybe  last  night  wasn-t  a good  time 
to  present  the  plan,  Jinii  if  they  w'ere  all  excited  about 
putting  through  the  irrigation  project.. 

That^s  what  it  looks  like*, 

You  know  you  said  yourself*  when  we  were  checking  the 
copies  of  the  plan,  that  they  might  be  too  busy  to  give 
it  as  much  consideration  as  it  out  to  haveu 
Yes,  but  those  men,,  most  of  ’’em..,are  first  rate  farr.ers. 
They  know  their  Jobs  and  keep  up  with  things.  You*d 
think  they  could  see  how  irrigation  and  watershed 
protection  work  together. 
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1. 

JERRY; 

2. 

3. 

JIM; 

1. 

6. 

6. 

JERRY 5 

7. 

JIMS 

8. 

.JERRY? 

9. 

10. 

JIM 

11. 

12. 

to 

14. 

15. 

MUSIC 

16.  DOOR  OPENS 

17.  HARDINGS 

18. 

19 . COOR^^C^OSSR 

20.  COLBY S 

21.  HARDS 

22.  COLBYS 

23. 

24. 

35. 


From  what  you  say;  It  sounds  like  this  fella  Colby 
deliberately  blocked  your  plan. 

Ho,  Jerry,  he  really  asked  some  good  questions  that 
gave  me  a chance  to  point  out  better  what  1 waa  driving 

at. 

Then  why  didn't  he  back  you  up? 

Wellp  I reckon  he  Just  didn't  see  things  the  way  I do.. 
Yeah  --  and  ten  years  from  now  he'll  wake  up  to  the  tact 
that  wliat  you  said  was  true,  and  then  it'll  be  too  late. 
Well;,.  I guess  he  was  too  much  absorbed  with  ohe 
irrigation  project  He's  chairman  of  the  coniraltteeo 

He  said  he  was  leaving  last  night  after  the  meeting  to 
go  to  the  capital  The  State  Engineer's  going  to  give 
them  the  final  report  on  it  today  — - 
OUT 

Come  in,  Ur.  tiolby.  I'm  Ross  Harding,  the  State 
EngineeTo 

(FADING  IN)  Glad  to  meet  you,  Mro  Harding. 

Want  to  pull  up  t'nis  chair  here  beside  my  desk? 

Thanks  — I want  to  tell  you  we  folks  up  In  High  Stakes 
Valley  appreciate  all  the  trouble  you've  gone  to  on  this 
proposition. 
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1. 

HARDoJ 

2. 

3. 

4. 

COLBYS 

5. 

6. 

HARD.l 

7. 

8. 

9. 

COLBY S 

10. 

KARDs 

11. 

12. 

13. 

COLBY  “ 

14. 

HARD-  J 

16. 

16. 

COLBYs 

17. 

HARD.,  g 

18. 

19. 

COLBYs 

20. 

21. 

HARD.  S 

22. 

« 

23. 

Well,  we  always  feel  that  we  have  to  do  a thorough 
job  of  Investigating  the  situation  before  we  start 
on  a project  like  yours. 

You  had  a crew  up  there  for  almost  two  weeks  didn’t 
you? 

Yes,  we  did.  But  irrigation’s  extremely  Important 
to  this  Statso  And  what  happens  to  High  Stakes 
Valley  in  the  long  run  affects  all  of  us. 

I guess  it  does  at  that. 

Welli  (lUTELE  OF  PAPERS)  Here’s  the  report  we’re 
submitting  on  It  — I don’t  think  you’ll  be  pleased 
by  it;-,  Mro  Colby o 
V?h8t®3  that? 

Well  — as  you  know,  we’ve  made  a thorough  study  of 
the  stream  and  watershed  conditions  in  your  valley. 
Yes. 

And  on  the  basis  of  what  we  have  founds  we  will  not 
be  able  to  recommend  the  construction  of  a reservoir 
But  I don’t  understand.  The  funds  have  been  lined  upo 
and  the  land’s  under  option  nowo 

I know.  But  we  can’t  afford  to  spend  our  money  on  an 
investment  that  wouldn’t  be  profltablev  I believe 
you've  overlooked  — = 
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1. 

COLBYn 

2. 

3. 

4. 

P. 

HARD. : 

6. 

CCLBY; 

7. 

8. 

flAED  . 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

COLBY.; 

13. 

HARD.. 

14. 

15. 

COLBY: 

16. 

17*. 

HARD. . 

18. 

19. 

COIBY: 

20. 

21. 

HARD. . 

22. 

COLBY? 

23. 

24. 

25. 

But,,  - r-.  we've  ^ot  to  L-ave  Irrigation  to 

raise  crepe.  Another  drought  like  the  last  one  will 
put  us  out  of  buslnecsa  We’ve  got  to  have  a 
ve&eyvolro 

1 know  what  you’re  up  against » 

Whv^  we  thought,  everything  was  all  set.  We  thought 
it  was  going  through  -without  any  trouble.  What'S  -wrong? 
Briefly,  the  High  Stakes  River  carries  such  a load  of 
sl’lt  now  t'lat  within  fifteen  years  the  reservoir  would 
be  too  full  of  roud  to  store  enough  water  to  make  It 
worth  while 
Too  full  of  mud? 

les  - - Sight  years  ago  there  v/as  a flood  — you  remember 
it? 

Yes,  but  It  wasn'''t  much  of  a flood  Nobody  lost  any 
more  than  a ' few  chickens  or  a hog  or  two.. 

Since  that  year  th€re  have  been  three  other  floods;  each 
worse  tiian  the  one  before  it. 

That’s  one  reason  wc  need  a reser/oir.  Mr  Harding,  to 
hold  that  water  In  storage  for  irrigati.^n 
• But  do  you  know  w])at  caused  those  floods? 

Heavy  rains,  I eupposC'  We®vc  been  having  - 


.JH 

Lj'I 
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1 . HARDo  S 

2. 

3. 

4. 

6. 


6. 

COLBY; 

7. 

HARDoS 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

COlBY? 

13. 

HARDo? 

14. 

16. 

16. 

' 

17. 

18. 

19. 

COLDYs 

20. 

HARDoS 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

26. 

This  report  that's  going  to  the  Governor  says  that 
the  vegetative  cover  of  plantSp  trees  and  shrubs  In 
the  High  Stakes  drainage  htio  been  stripped  clean  in 
some  places  to  the  extent  tliat  erosion  of  the  soil 
has  become  a major  problemc 
Erosion 2 Oh  -=~  I seso 

Prom  what  I've  seen  of  other  conditions  like  those  in 
your  valley,  1 would  judge  there  has  been  some 
over-grazing,  and  too  much  timber  cutting  and  burning 
on  the  watershedse  When  erosion  gets  a start,  it 
doesn't  take  many  years  for  it  to  become  dangerous- 
Yes  03  CIS  I know* 

Why-  you  people  have  been  losing  your  farms  to  the 
river,  to  the  extent  of  several  tons  of  your  best 
topsoil  every  time  you  had  a hea\y  rain.  You  know 
that  sort  of  thing  can^t  go  on  forever^  Because  the 
topsoil  washes  away  a great  deal  faster  tha.i  It 


accumulate Se 


I ® I suppose  sOo 


You'll  have  to  plant  trees  and  shrubs  and  get  more 


grass  on  your  watersheds  again,  to  hold  back  the  water, 

' store  it  up  in  the  groundo  Then,  perhaps,  within  a few 
years  the  amount  of  silt  carried  in  the  river  will  be 


decreased  enough  so  that  we  can  consider 

of  a reservoir  — Now,  if  you  want  me  to,  I d ^ 

recooimend  that  the  State  consider  High 

watershed  protection  projecto  We  1 

men  to  give  us  some  advice  on  Ito  Some  of  those  men  Know 

country  pretty  well 
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1 1. 

1 

COi-BYj 

Yes^  they  do  --  Do  you  V.n  /v  tJini  K ibbine? 

i 2. 

HARi^<*  3 

Fine  Cone  National  Forest^  you  mean? 

3. 

G0L3YS 

Ye  So 

4. 

HARD..  • 

I“ve  heard  a lot  about  him Knows  that  country  like 

6. 

Ms  own  back  yard..  Pretty  smart  man^  I guess.  Do 

6. 

• 

you  kno^'  him? 

7. 

COLBY 

Yes.,  Only  I dldnH  realize  how  smart  he  was  until  — 

8. 

Yes  He-'S  a mighty  smart  man* 

9. 

MUSIC  UP  .4KD 

OUT 

10. 

Al'KOLMCEH: 

Uncle  Sao)*s  Forest  Rangers  cones  to  you  every  Friday 

11. 

on  the  Farm  and  Home  Hour  through  the  courtesy  cf  the 

12. 

National  Broadcasting  Company  with  the  cooperation  of 

13. 

14. 

the  United  States  Forest  Service- 

16. 

- 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

I 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

go  9.,  15 
6/1/39 

